
A Study.

	
SHOULD HAVE + V3 -  SHOULDN’T HAVE + V3 

USE: We use should have +V3 to talk about past actions that did not happen but it would be better 
if they had happened. Most probably there is a mistake or regret about the action.

•	 You should have asked my permission before you used my computer. 

•	 You should have asked your mother before you went out. She is angry with you.

USE: We use shouldn’t  have +V3 to talk about the actions which were not supposed to be done. 

•	 I shouldn’t have driven that fast. I can’t complain about the traffic ticket, now.

•	 You shouldn’t have played computer games all night. It is quite normal that your exam was terrible.

COULD HAVE + V3 -  MIGHT HAVE + V3

USE: We use could have +V3 and might have +V3 to say that probably something happened in the 
past.

•	 I have lost my mobile phone. I’m looking for it. Someone could have stolen it.

•	 Jane may have been asleep.( Perhaps she is sleeping, so she is not here.)

We use could have done for an opportunity that we didn’t take or didn’t happen.

•	 We could have visited Topkapı Palace but we were too exhausted to do it.

•	 If the police hadn’t arrested the man, he could have killed a lot of people in the restaurant.

MUST HAVE + V3 -  CAN’T HAVE + V3 - MIGHT HAVE + V3

USE: We use must have V3 when we are quite sure the action happened.

•	 Jessica hasn’t come still. She must have forgotten about our meeting.

USE: We use can’t have V3 when we believe the action definitely did not happen ( the opposite of 
“must have”).

•	 Mike can’t have left his house yet because his car is still outside the house.

USE: We use might have V3 to say that probably something happened in the past.

•	 It’s 8 o’clock. He might have arrived at the hotel now.( Perhaps He has arrived.)
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B Choose the best alternative.

C Match the sentences.

1.	 Betty went out without waiting me. I went home on foot. She must have waited/could have waited for me!

2.	 I think that Ella should given up / might given up smoking. She has less coughing

3.	 Sally looked pale all the night yesterday. Sally should have been/ must have been ill. 

4.	 Mike didn’t study, so he failed. He should have studied/might have studied more.

5.	 I’m sure he didn’t come from the gym. He must have been/could have been at home all day.

6.	 There wasn’t any room for us in the hotel last week. We might have/should have booked a room for us!

7.	 Mike’s car was stolen. He hadn’t locked it. He might have/should have locked it.

8.	 A: I couldn’t reach Tony. Is he coming?

        B: I don’t know. He might have/should have missed the bus.

9.	 A: While I was walking along the street, I saw a traffic accident. But I got afraid and walked away.

        B: I can’t believe. You could have/might have called the ambulance.

10.	 Our school team didn’t score an early goal, so they couldn’t win. The school team should have scored/might 

have scored a goal early.

1.	 	 She missed the bus.

2.	 	 I failed my English exam.

3.	 	 They stayed in a luxury hotel and paid too 

much money.

4.	 	 I didn’t buy anything as I didn’t have any 

cash on me.

5.	 	 The movie is quite boring.

a.	 you could have studied more for the exam. 

b.	 You could have paid by check. 

c.	 She could have got up earlier. 

d.	  you should have chosen a musical.

e.	 They could have stayed in a tent. 
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D Read the sentence and choose the correct option.

1. You were at home all the day. You didn’t wash 
the dishes.

2. I am quite sure that I left my purse in my bag. 
Somebody took it.

A)	 You should have washed or could have washed 
the dishes because you were at home. 

B)	 You might have washed the dishes because 
you were at home.

A)	 Somebody should have taken my purse from 
my bag. 

B)	 Somebody must have taken my purse from my 
bag. 

3. Margaret has many mistakes in her report. 
She didn’t check it before the meeting

4. I can’t find my dictionary. Definitely, I left it in 
the classroom yesterday.

A)	 Margaret might have checked her report 
before the meeting.

B)	 Margaret should have checked or could have 
checked her report before the meeting.

A)	 I must have left  my dictionary in the 
classroom.

B)	 I should have left  my dictionary in the 
classroom

5. 5. Maria looks upset. She probably heard 
about the bad news.

A)	 Maria should have heard  about the bad news.

B)	 Maria might have heard  about the bad news.

E Fill in the blanks with the words from the box. There is ONE EXTRA Word.

	 1. Mike has always been the .................................. of the family. He has no graduation degree, no job! 

	 2. I couldn’t .................................. she was inside, so I was talking about her. 

	 3. My mother still feels .................................. about the accident she had last year. 

	 4. Mary will be in a big .................................. if her father learns what she has done. 

	 5. We broke up with Martin. However, he is following and stalking me on social media. He is a real ...........................! 

>> chaser    >> black sheep   >> notice     >> want    
>> upset    >> trouble
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Story of a mobile phone 
I had been saving money to buy the latest brand cellphone for two years. I 
had saved enough to afford one! In the morning, I rushed to the shopping 
center to buy it. I asked for that brand, but the sales person told that it 
wasn’t available. He promised to bring it to the market next week. A week 
later, I went to the market again, and bought the one that they brought 
for me. I fell in love with it. I carried it with me wherever I went. Believe 
me! Even to the toilet! Then I fell my phone into the toilet. Immediately, I 
tried to take it from there! That went from bad to worse! I shouldn’t have 
tried to take it back because my hand got stuck in the toilet! I don’t want 
to tell the rest. My brother helped me to take my hand and my phone too!

The exam day 
had slept late at night as I was cramming for my final test the next day. 
Naturally, I couldn’t hear the alarm, so my mother entered my room and 
shook me to wake me up. I got out of my bed and rushed to wash my face. 
I needed to have shower. While I was having shower, the water stopped 
working. My hair was full of shampoo, but I needed to rush to the school. 
When I entered the examination hall, the exam was just about to begin. I 
took my exam paper, and realized that it was the wrong one! I was in the 
wrong exam hall! I could have checked it before I entered! I immediately 
ran to the correct room, but the teacher didn’t let me in. I was in full of 
disappointment. That was a life lesson for me! Never study until late before 
the exam day!

Reports with coffee 
I finished writing the annual reports the previous night. Finally, I was full 
of peace after completing them. I put the reports on the front seat and 
started driving. I was driving to the office while drinking a cup of coffee. 
Then I stopped at a light, and I put it near the reports and fixed my 
lipstick. Then the light turned, I stepped on the gas, and suddenly the whole 
coffee spilled over the reports! I should have put the coffee away from the 
reports. It was the worst day of my life! 

F Read the paragraphs.

G Match the words with their meanings.

1.	 	 afford

2.	 	 get stuck

3.	 	 cram

4.	 	 realize

5.	 	 spill

a.	 to understand 

b.	 to spread over

c.	 to study a lot

d.	 to be unable to move

e.	 to be able to buy something

H Mark the sentences as TRUE (T) or FALSE (F).

1.	 	 Mary was waiting for the phone for a long time. 

2.	 	 Mary couldn’t buy the mobile phone on her first trial. 

3.	 	 Mary forgot he mobile phone in the toilet. 

4.	 	 Mary’s brother helped her. 

5.	 	 Martin couldn’t study for his exam. 

6.	 	 Martin forgot to set the alarm. 

7.	 	 Martin was in the wrong exam. 

8.	 	 Jessica caught the wrong bus to the office. 

9.	 	 Jessica did some make up in the car. 

10.	 	 Jessica had an accident on her way to the office.

Mary, 22

Martin, 21

Jessica, 35
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